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McDade Classical School


Third, fourth, fifth and sixth Grade Science Program for 

2011and 2012 School Year
Teacher:  Mr. Robert Lapin

Contact info:  email at rmlapin@cps.edu
Textbook and materials:  
1. Science by Houghton Mifflin Science.   Each unit has a paperback textbook for each student.  Two units are covered each year.
2. Each student is expected to arrive at class with two sharpened pencils; textbook; reading book; Agenda for homework assignments; and, a half-inch,  three-ring binder with 5 tabbed inserts for science.  The tabs should be labeled:  Variables Journal; Science Fair; SQ3R/Lesson notes; laboratory reports; and, tests.  Having these materials during the first week is essential. 
Course Objectives:


State Goal 11:  Understand the processes of scientific inquiry and technological design to investigate questions, conduct experiments and solve problems.


Sate Goal 12:  Understand the fundamental concepts, principles and interconnections of the life, physical and earth/space sciences

State Goal 13:  Understand the relationships among science, technology and society in historical and contemporary contexts

Personal Objectives

1. Awaken an interest in the natural world to the point where the children wonder “why” things are the way that they are. 

2. Understand science from a useful, practical and fun perspective.
3. Give the children plenty of time to discover and develop their cognitive abilities through hands-on activities.
4. Help them “mature” by taking responsibility for their actions and working collaboratively with others.
5. Prepare fourth grade for ISAT and all McDade graduates with the knowledge to be successful at the next level of science education.
Science Fair

1. Each child must prepare a project during the first and second quarters.
2. The intermediate grades do inquiry based projects with variables that must be controlled.  The third graders may do a demonstration or inquiry based project.
3. Timeline – A timeline will be issued during the first weeks of science class.  Progress reports are due to assure an early start to the project.   A parent workshop will be conducted. 
4. Rubrics will be presented with the Science Fair packets that will be distributed early in the school year.  Grading will be based upon this rubric.


Grading

1. Houghton Mifflin Science – science program
a. Homework includes study guides (SQ3R/Cornell Notes method) and answers to the Review Questions and Links at the end of each lesson; a complete SQ3R alone will receive a grade of 80; a SQ3R with the Review Questions at the end of each lesson in the textbook will receive a grade of 95; “Links” when done with the SQ3R and Review Questions will result in a grade of 100.  SQ3R’s will be checked, but not collected on the due date.  SQ3R’s that are not complete or partially complete on the due date will have up to 20 points deducted when the papers are collected.   The SQ3R’s will be collected and graded on the day of the test.  SQ3R’s will be accepted with a 20 point penalty if it is turned in at the next class period.  After this time, late work will not be accepted.    A grade of 56 indicates that the work was not completed on time.  The goal of the SQ3R is to provide the students with a study method.  The SQ3R helps the student prepare for the test.  Doing it after the test defeats the purpose of the assignment.  
b. Laboratory Investigation’s report – Most lessons include a hands-on activity.  A laboratory report with well documented results and thoughtfully answered conclusion questions will receive a grade of 100.  Poor documentation and poor responses to questions will result in a grade of 70.  The teacher reserves the right to prorate appropriately between the 70 and 100 grades.  Lab reports will not be accepted after the laboratory is completed unless specified by the teacher.
c. There are typically three or four lessons in each chapter.  A test will be given at the end of each lesson and at the end of each chapter.  Typically, a test will be given weekly.  No talking is permitted during tests.  If students are talking, one warning will be given.  The second incident will result in 10 point deduction in the grade.  The third incident will result in the test being collected and graded as an “F”.
Behavior – demerit system
1. Class rules will be determined, discussed and posted during the first week in class.

2. Students receive demerits for disruptive behavior, not being prepared, other nonconformances to class rules and, most importantly, safety violations during a laboratory investigation.  When a child receives a demerit, the student misses recess on the day the demerit is received.  A student must have zero demerits to participate in sports.  Three demerits result in the completion of a Behavior Log that must be signed by a parent.  A Behavior Log will also be used to notify parents of serious problems.  A parent/student/teacher conference is recommended when Behavior Logs are involved.  Five demerits in a quarter will result in a check mark for unsatisfactory conduct on the student’s report card.
3. Safety violations in the laboratory will not be tolerated.  There is a zero tolerance for infractions of the safety rules.  The student will be removed from the investigation and receive an “F” for the day.

4. Being prepared is a primary requirement.  Each student will begin each class with his/her textbook, 3 ring binder, agenda, reading book and two sharpened pencils.  Two weeks after the beginning of school, demerits will be issued for students who are not prepared.
