August 16, 2011

McDade Classical School
Grades 3 - 6 Science Fair Plans
To the parents of _______________________________
During the next three months, your 3rd – 6th grade students will be researching, conducting and documenting their science fair projects.  Each student is expected to prepare a project.  The fourth, fifth and sixth graders must do an inquiry project (independent and dependent variables).  Third graders may do a demonstration or presentation of scientific interest.  All classes will be studying the ways to do a controlled experiment.  Mr. Pike will be teaching the intermediate students how to prepare their Review of Literature (Research Paper).  In addition, a parent workshop will be held at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday evening, September 21.  The requirements for the science fair as well as a packet of materials will be sent home during the week of September 19.  Any children or parents seeking advice on their projects may see me any afternoon.  Just stop by.
The role of the parent and teacher is to advise, question, help, probe and prod, but not to do the project for the student.  I would much prefer to see a simple project that is well done than a complicated project that is poorly done.  Keep it simple, but do it well.  
Here is the time-line: 
1. Expectations communicated by teacher
week of Sept 19
2. Parent workshop




6:00 p.m., Wednesday, 







September 21
3. Project Proposal due date



September 30
4. Source and note cards for literature review
October 7*
5. Review of literature, purpose, 
materials and procedures 



October 21*                                                                   (note: quarter ends Nov 9)
6. Complete written Research Summary
with results and conclusions


November 23*
7. Class presentations of completed project
a. 3rd Grade                                    week of November14

b. 4-6th Grade
                              week of November 28
8. 4-6th Grade McDade intermediate science fair 
December 2
* The third graders do not have to complete a separate written report.

